
TRANSFORMING  PUBLIC  
EDUCATION  WITH MICROSCHOOLS  

  Microschool classrooms can: 
¶ Boost Academic Performance 

¶ Mitigate Student Anxiety and Depression 

¶ Foster a Passion for Learning 

¶ Lower Operational Costs & Prevent School Closures 

¶ Cultivate Public Trust 

¶ Encourage Community Involvement 

¶ Elevate Parental Engagement and Satisfaction 

¶ Close the Achievement Gap 

¶ Promote Equitable Learning Opportunities 

¶ Decrease Special Education Referrals 

¶ Significantly Address Teacher Burnout and Attrition 

Achieve all of these for less money! 

Microschools are about transforming traditional 
classrooms into student-centered, multi-age, 
and individualized learning environments. 

https://www.centerforinspiredlearning.org/


Revolutionizing Public Elementary Education:  

The Microschool Solution  
Microschools Are Making High -Quality Education 

Accessible To All Students One Classroom At A Time  

Our education system is in crisis, grappling with low test scores, bullying, violence, and 

budget shortfalls, all while students face mental health challenges and encounter 

curricula that often feel irrelevant. Research indicates that these issues arise from an 

outdated, one-size-fits-all model that does not meet the needs of today's diverse 

learners.  

Ever aware of these dynamics, parents and guardians in search of better outcomes for 

their children are pulling their children out of public schools at ever-increasing rates. 

Some opt for private schools, while others 

choose homeschooling. Unfortunately, 

many parents and guardians do not have 

the means to do so. 

To revitalize public education, we must 

adopt innovative approaches that 

prioritize engagement, relevance, and 

personalized learning. 

Enter microschools, a modern 

reimagining of the one-room schoolhouse.  

These small, flexible, multi-age learning environments combine personalized Instruction 

and collaborative learning with cutting-edge technology. By prioritizing individualized 

education, learning experiences can be tailored to each studentôs unique needs and 

interests while fostering a strong sense of community and peer mentorship among 

students of varying ages.  

Microschools address the limitations of traditional public schools and are attracting public 

school teachers seeking autonomy, parents looking for alternatives, and students who 

thrive in individualized settings.  

Microschools are especially advantageous for neurodivergent students and those from 

marginalized communities who frequently face difficulties in traditional educational 

settings.  

By prioritizing personalized learning and fostering academic growth and engagement, 

microschools present a compelling solution to the pressing challenges of contemporary 

education. 

 

https://www.the74million.org/article/americas-schools-facing-a-public-emergency-education-futures-council-report-urges-system-level-reforms-to-better-serve-students/
https://soldalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/SoLD-Science-Translation_May-2020_FNL.pdf
https://standtogether.org/stories/education/millions-of-students-are-leaving-traditional-schools-heres-why?utm_source=iterable&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=STTOGTR_NSLT-gen_241210_351800_GiftsGivingLiterally-Control-FT-60DayActive&utm_content=button
https://www.forbes.com/sites/kerrymcdonald/2024/08/28/why-teachers-are-finding-meaningful-careers-in-microschools/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/kerrymcdonald/2024/08/28/why-teachers-are-finding-meaningful-careers-in-microschools/
https://standtogether.org/stories/education/why-students-with-adhd-and-autism-are-thriving-at-microschools
https://www.parents.com/microschooling-for-black-children-8678208


A Science of Learning and Development Alliance report provides scientific evidence that our current 

education system is outdated and fails to meet the diverse needs of todayôs students.  

The report finds that by transforming to a student-centered, personalized learning model, we can 

dramatically improve educational outcomes, student well-being, and future success. This approach, 

grounded in neuroscience and psychology, tailors education to each studentôs individual needs, 

strengths, and interests, fostering autonomy, mastery, and meaningful relationships. Microschools use 

this approach. 

The Science of  Learning and Development 
Supports the Microschool Approach  

"The science is clear and full of promise: All 

children can learn and thrive if we transform how 

we educate and develop them. But we won't fulfill 

this promise if we remain in thrall to an education 

system that was never designed to fully develop 

every young personé We should not expect 

children to adapt their learning to our flawed 

system; we must re-design our systems to 

understand and adapt to each learner, with the 

goal of helping them to discover and realize their 

potential."  

ñIn fact, if we build the right systemsðwith the best 

knowledge and stakeholder engagement, and 

continuously improved based on what we know 

about how children learn and developðthen each 

young person can not only succeed in school but 

also find their path in life. The opportunities they 

find will match their individual talents and interests, 

and they will thrive in and contribute to their 

communities, benefiting us all. Building these 

systems is an urgent, immediate and long-term 

venture, and the science of learning and 

development can help show the way.ò 

 

 

Click here to read the report. 

Research Reveals That Student -Centered Learning Can Effectively Close 
the Achievement Gap and Foster Educational Equity for All Students  

ñNow that we know better, itôs up to 
us to do better, for all our children.ò  

https://soldalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/SoLD-Science-Translation_May-2020_FNL.pdf
https://soldalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/SoLD-Science-Translation_May-2020_FNL.pdf


Microschools appeal to those who are otherwise drawn to private or home school and 

thus offer a solution to districts where declining enrollment is leading to budget shortfalls.   

A microschool can be independent or a ñschool within a school.ò A microschool operating 

out of one classroom can be a first step for a district to adopt student-centered learning in 

one school or district-wide. They can demonstrate the power and effectiveness of student

-centered education in a public school environment.  

Microschools are being launched by school systems and are sometimes started by 

disillusioned public school teachers with a desire to better serve students. They offer an 

excellent solution to implement the principles of the science of learning and development 

and simultaneously address Washington Stateôs education crisis. This is a positive way 

forward for our stateôs public school students and teachers.  

Microschools Are A Solution To 
Declining Student Enrollment  

ñ...1 million studentsé have left the conventional classroom in the last few years, 

dramatically altering the educational landscape.  

Itôs the equivalent of pulling one student out of every class in the country. The National 

Center for Education Statistics ð which, before the pandemic, predicted annual gains in 

public school enrollment ð now projects that conventional classrooms will lose another 

2.4 million students by 2031.  

Where are students going ð and why? 

The data suggests that a growing number of families are exploring new and innovative 

educational environments for their children ð both public and private. These models view 

students as unique individuals rather than identical learners on the same path, 

emphasizing support for their personal goals and aspirations.ò 

Click here to read the full article. 

https://www.the74million.org/article/interactive-in-many-schools-declines-in-student-enrollment-are-here-to-stay/
https://www.the74million.org/article/interactive-in-many-schools-declines-in-student-enrollment-are-here-to-stay/
https://standtogether.org/stories/education/millions-of-students-are-leaving-traditional-schools-heres-why


Public school teachers are uniquely positioned to spearhead this transformational model, 

leveraging their existing skills to transform classrooms into vibrant microschools. With a 

robust support system already in place, they are primed to ignite meaningful change in 

education. Many teachers in microschools are saying that the freedom and flexibility have 

been a game changer. 

 Teachers Find Meaningful 
Careers in Microschools  

ñóIt is so nice to be able to have relationships with the kids and have freedom with what to 

teach,ô OôLoan told me during a recent interview. óI ask the students what they want to 

learn, and we go from there to figure out different curriculum and programs. Itôs such a 

refreshing environment to work in. It makes me want to teach more.ôò 

ñOôLoan is among a growing number of teachers across the U.S. who are finding greater 

meaning as educators outside conventional classrooms. While many of these teachers 

are leaving traditional schools to become founders of new microschools and similarly 

small, individualized learning communities, others are eager to teach in these innovative 

schools and spaces.ò 

ñôThe most rewarding thing I find as an independent school founder who spent 20 years in 

public schools is the flexibility,ô said Fellman. óFlexibility means freedom, it means 

autonomy. It means responsiveness and the ability to truly meet all students where they 

are.ôò 

Click here to read the full article. 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/kerrymcdonald/2024/08/28/why-teachers-are-finding-meaningful-careers-in-microschools/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/kerrymcdonald/2024/08/28/why-teachers-are-finding-meaningful-careers-in-microschools/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/kerrymcdonald/2024/08/28/why-teachers-are-finding-meaningful-careers-in-microschools/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/kerrymcdonald/2024/08/28/why-teachers-are-finding-meaningful-careers-in-microschools/


 

 
 

Wichita, Kansas, is initiating a K-6 microschool experiment aimed at attracting families back 

to public education. This pilot program is designed to provide a more personalized and 

flexible learning environment, addressing the needs of families who have opted for 

alternatives to traditional public schooling. 

The district's goal is to create an engaging educational experience that fosters community 

involvement and enhances student learning outcomes. By implementing this microschool 

model, Wichita hopes to reverse the trend of declining enrollment in public schools, which 

has been exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic and the rise of homeschooling and 

private education options. 

This initiative represents a significant shift in the district's approach to education, focusing on 

innovative solutions to meet the evolving needs of students and their families. 

Microschools Bring Students 
Back to The Classroom  

ñIts inaugural class includes about 15 

children who were recruited from area 

families that had already left public 

schools or were considering it.ò 

ñDistrict leaders are calling Creative 

Minds a óvertical classroom,ô which means 

children wonôt be divided into traditional 

grade levels. But they still will be tested 

on district and state standards, the 

superintendent said, and will take all the 

required Kansas assessments.ò 

ñóThe goal é is to help education overall 

move from a one-size-fits-all to more 

personalized options,ô Hampton said. óOur 

hope here is that we can shine a light and 

provide opportunities that let people try 

things at a more low-risk situation, and then people can see whatôs possible.ôò 
 

ñóThis classroom is kind of invite-only or word-of-mouth,ô says Wichita 

Superintendent Kelly Bielefeld. óWe didnôt want to go super public and then have 

everyone say, What about this?ôò 

 

Click here to read the full article. 

https://www.kcur.org/2024-08-08/hoping-to-lure-families-back-to-public-schools-wichita-launches-k-6-microschool-experiment
https://www.kcur.org/2024-08-08/hoping-to-lure-families-back-to-public-schools-wichita-launches-k-6-microschool-experiment


 

 

ñIt seems as though schooling 

is going full circleðfrom 19th-

century one-room 

schoolhouses to the traditional 

public school system as we 

know it and now back to a 

wave of new small-scale 

schools that individualize and 

prioritize each student. This is 

the ethos of micro-schoolsð

typically, they consist of small 

groups of children of various 

ages and ability levels taught 

by a qualified teacher. ñ 

ñ...some specific ways in which they can benefit Black children: 

1) Individualized curriculums that align with each child's interests and learning styles. 

This individualized approach enables educators to meet the academic, behavioral, 

social, mental, emotional, and physical needs of each student, fostering a safe and 

supportive learning environment. 

2) Culturally responsive learning environments provide relevant content and expose 

micro-school students to the experiences, histories, and contributions of Black people. 

3) Fostering a strong sense of community among students, parents, and educators. This 

community connection can be particularly beneficial for Black children, who may 

benefit from a supportive network that understands and values their unique 

personalities, perspectives, experiences, and cultural heritage. 

4) Prioritizing the holistic development of students and providing comprehensive support 

beyond academics. The authentic mentoring that takes place between educators and 

their students elevates the socio-emotional learning of each student and has proven 

invaluable for many students.  

5) Flexibility and innovation in instructional approaches and curriculum design easily 

allow for more of a project-based learning environment, which can enhance 

engagement and motivation among Black students.ò 

Microschools Help Black Children Learn  
A microschool environment can play a crucial role in closing the achievement gap 

and providing underserved children with the opportunities they deserve.  

 

Click here 

to read the 

full article. 

https://www.parents.com/microschooling-for-black-children-8678208?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8COX75il_w4T29QwqUgMW0KsV6jP3VFRrFoyTcDEQ5-u4Ib0i4-xzJFpXZyYnUTA-ZKkBCdjwhLDq58S7mwNkHwI1u9Q&_hsmi=316320374&utm_content=316320374&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.parents.com/microschooling-for-black-children-8678208?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8COX75il_w4T29QwqUgMW0KsV6jP3VFRrFoyTcDEQ5-u4Ib0i4-xzJFpXZyYnUTA-ZKkBCdjwhLDq58S7mwNkHwI1u9Q&_hsmi=316320374&utm_content=316320374&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.parents.com/microschooling-for-black-children-8678208?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8COX75il_w4T29QwqUgMW0KsV6jP3VFRrFoyTcDEQ5-u4Ib0i4-xzJFpXZyYnUTA-ZKkBCdjwhLDq58S7mwNkHwI1u9Q&_hsmi=316320374&utm_content=316320374&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.parents.com/microschooling-for-black-children-8678208?utm_medium
https://www.parents.com/microschooling-for-black-children-8678208?utm_medium
https://www.parents.com/microschooling-for-black-children-8678208?utm_medium


 

 

ñNicole Stewart-Jones is the visionary Founder of the National 

Association of Black Microschool Leaders (NABML). With nearly 

two decades of experience as a public school teacher and private 

school administrator, Nicole has dedicated her career to creating 

equitable and innovative educational opportunities for Black 

students. Recognizing the need for transformative change in 

education, she launched NABML to empower educators, 

homeschool parents, and community leaders to establish and 

sustain microschools that meet the unique needs of their 

communities. Nicoleôs passion lies in turning challenges into 

opportunities, fostering environments where students thrive 

academically, socially, and emotionally.ò 

National Association of  Black 
MicroSchool Leaders  

òAt NABML, our mission is to empower educators and community leaders to 
reimagine education for Black and Brown families by building and sustaining 

innovative microschools.ó 

Microschools: Significantly improving elementary education 

through the science of learning and development one 

classroom at a time! 

Click here to visit 

the website. 

 

https://soldalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/SoLD-Science-Translation_May-2020_FNL.pdf
https://nabml.org/
https://nabml.org/


 

 Microschools Help Children with 
Mental Health Challenges Learn  

ñAccording to Kenisha Skaggs, the director and founder of Soar Academy, óThese are 

kids that have been rejected by public schools. The IEPs are terrible: ñdefiant,ò ñwonôt do 

work,ò ñcries,ò ñthrows things,ò ñbullies.ò All these things disappear at Soar because 

students believe they are important, and they have that mental health and sensory 

support.ôò 

A Parentôs Story: ñJustine Russell had to hold back tears the first time her son, Nick 

Marta, came home from Soar Academy, a microschool in Augusta, Georgia. At 16, he 

had attended six different schools and was declined admission at others. He had tried 

every type of schooling his mother could find. óHeôs tried regular school and online 

school,ô she said. óHeôs gone to a regular private school and one that was branded 

especially for kids with special needs. Weôve tried homeschooling, unschooling, all these 

different things, and nothing really worked for him.ô His troubles ranged from poorly 

executed individualized education programs to bullying and social issuesé..Soar 

Academy was different. óWithin two days, he didnôt want me to pick him up,ô his mother 

said. ñHe wanted to stay longer.ôò 

ñóNick has both autism spectrum disorder and attention deficit hyperactivity disorder. 

Heôs smart, but in a very unconventional way,ô Russell explained. Nickôs story is not 

unique. Many students at Soar Academy have similar histories of multiple schools, 

social challenges, bullying, and poor academic growth.ò 

ñóWe are definitely changing outcomes for these kids,ô said Skaggs. óThey arenôt ódumbô 

or ñstupid.ò Theyôve just been passed along all these years.ôò 

Click here to read the full article. 

https://standtogether.org/stories/education/why-students-with-adhd-and-autism-are-thriving-at-microschools?utm_source=iterable&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=STTOGTR_NSLT-k12_240905_467850_5DigitBarrier-Control-60DayActive-FT&utm_content=button
https://soaracademy.net/
https://standtogether.org/stories/education/why-students-with-adhd-and-autism-are-thriving-at-microschools?utm_source=iterable&utm_medium


 Boys Are Falling Behind 
Microschools Can Help  

ñAccording to the American Institute for 

Boys and Men, boys on average start 

school academically behind girls and 

remain that way throughout their schooling. 

They graduate high school at lower rates 

than girls and, if they do graduate, are more 

likely to have grades in the bottom of the 

class than the top. If they go to college, 

which fewer of them now do, boys are less 

likely than girls to attain a degree. For many 

boys of color, these negative trends are 

even more pronounced. Additionally, the 

CDC reports that boys are nearly twice as 

likely as girls to be diagnosed with attention

-deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), and 

are more often medicated for it.ò 

ñThese unsettling outcomes for boys are 

prompting parents and educators to create 

innovative schooling solutions that enable 

all children, and especially boys, to thrive.ò 

ñóHonestly, it feels like a rescue mission,ô 

said Kenisha Skaggs. In 2011, she 

founded Soar Academy, a first-through-twelfth grade non-traditional private school in Augusta, 

Georgia that today serves over 150 studentsðwith another 200 on the waitlist. The majority of 

Soarôs learners are students of color, and boys make up 65 percent of the total enrollment. More 

than 90 percent of Soar students have at least one diagnosed neurodiversity, such as autism, 

dyslexia and ADHD. Soar is an approved provider for the Georgia Special Needs Scholarship 

Program, enabling some students to attend the school nearly tuition-free.ò 

ñóMost of them are on an IEP [individualized education plan] when they come to Soar, and the first 

thing you see that stands out is ADHD,ô said Skaggs, adding that óit doesn't really exist here in an 

unconventional classroom because movement is encouraged.ô Skaggs says that nearly 100 percent 

of her students who arrive at SOAR medicated for ADHD are able to stop their medications entirely. 

The only change is their learning environment.ò 

ñBoys and girls attend Brockmeyerôs microschool but she finds that itôs particularly beneficial for 

boys. óBoys are in desperate need of learning environments that are encouraging of their strengths 

and not emphasizing their weaknesses,ô she said.ò 

 

Click here to read the full article. 

 

https://aibm.org/why-we-exist/focus-areas/education-skills/
https://aibm.org/why-we-exist/focus-areas/education-skills/
https://www.cdc.gov/adhd/data/index.html
https://soaracademy.net/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/kerrymcdonald/2024/11/21/boys-are-falling-behind-but-new-school-models-can-help/


 

Why a Public School Teacher 
Started an Acton Academy TM  

Acton Academy  is a Popular Student -Centered Micro School  

Amy Novak, a former elementary public school teacher, has discovered a model that supports the 

science of learning and development. Her goal is to help transform every elementary school classroom 

into a microschool. She believes that public schools are well-equipped to make this shift, offering all 

children access to opportunities that have traditionally been available only to a select number of families 

that have the financial means to provide this significantly better learning model. She is dedicated to 

implementing a student-centered educational model in public elementary schools. Novak is currently 

the owner of a Red Rock Acton Academy in Las Vegas. You can view an interview with her here.  

You can contact us to arrange a meeting with Novak and explore how this innovative approach could 

transform public education, significantly enhancing student outcomes and teacher satisfaction. 

ñDuring a five-week stint at home recovering from surgery, Amy picked up Clark Aldrich's book, 
Unschooling Rules. There was a short section on Acton Academy, and that was all it took: Amy set 
out to learn everything she could about it. óI thought, oh my gosh...I need to understand what this is 
because this is everything that I want to create. It could have been taken out of my brain, it was so 
who I was as an educator.ôò 

ñDuring Amy's previous experience in the public school system, children were ódependent on us for 
answers,ô she says. óThey don't know where to look because they're never allowed to look.ôò 

ñActon Academy Red Rock, however, not only allows students to look for answers themselves, it 
puts students in the driver's seat of their educational experience.ò 

ñThe mixed age groups present in Acton Academy Red Rock's single classroom building 
encourages children to learn from one another and engage in community discussions. Curriculum 
is flexible, adaptable on an individual basis to play to each student's unique strengths and talents.ò 

Click here to read the full article. 

ñActon Academy is one of the most important education developments 

in the world.ò - Tom Vander Ark, CEO Getting Smart 

https://www.actonacademy.org/
https://soldalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/SoLD-Science-Translation_May-2020_FNL.pdf
https://www.actonacademyredrock.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ls2Nmx53KA0
https://www.centerforinspiredlearning.org/contact.html
https://standtogether.org/stories/education/acton-academy-recommends-learner-driven-education
https://www.gettingsmart.com/


 Why a Public School Principal 
Started an Acton Academy TM 

Kristy Moody is the cofounder of  Acton Academy Palm Harbor  

Click here to visit their website. 

ñAs the mother of three amazing children, and a former teacher and elementary 

principal, Iôve been confronted with constant high-stakes testing, the immense 

amounts of wasted time, standardization of learning, and lack of meaningful purpose 

in conventional schooling. I worked to innovate in order to bring excitement, 

intentionality and joy to the work for teachers and learners. I can attest that I stretched 

within the system in every direction possible, but it simply does not provide the space 

for the creativity and genius that lives in each and every young person.ò 

ñThe most amazing outcome at Acton is that young heroes there are genuinely 

enthralled with learning. Simply said, they LOVE school.ò  

- Heather Staker, co-author of Blended: Using Disruptive Innovation to Improve Schools; The 

Blended  Workbook; author of  How to Create Higher Performing, Happier Classrooms in Seven Moves  

https://www.actonacademyph.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Blended-Disruptive-Innovation-Improve-Schools/dp/1118955153
https://www.amazon.com/Blended-Workbook-Learning-Design-Schools/dp/1119388074/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Blended-Workbook-Learning-Design-Schools/dp/1119388074/ref
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED586371.pdf


 
Transforming Lives Through 
Microschools: The Power of  

Supportive Learning Environments  
How Personalized Education Can Alleviate Anxiety and Foster Happiness  

ñI have spent the past thirty-five 
years creating small, highly-
personalized schools where 
students flourish. I have, if you 
will, bet my life on the value of 
these schoolsðmicroschools 
before they became a thing. Over 
the course of that time, Iôve seen 
hundreds of children who were 
anxious, depressedðsometimes 
even suicidalðbecome happy 
and well within weeks or months 
of switching from a large, 
impersonal public school to a 
small learning environment which 
offered a closely-connected 
community.ò 

ñBased on that experience, for 
the past decade Iôve been looking 
at research showing the various 
ways in which small, high-touch 
learning environments may be 
more beneficial for student 
mental health than are large, 
impersonal public schools.ò 

ñBut having worked on the front 
lines for so long, I know that much graver issues are at stake. The statistics above are from a 
rigorous study showing that pediatric suicides are much higher during the school year than they are 
in the summer. This seasonal pattern of suicides stops at age 18, showing a distinct association 
with schooling. The obvious spike on Mondays is another signal that going to school is associated 
with dying by suicide.ò 

ñIôve seen hundreds of children who were anxious, depressedðsometimes even suicidalðbecome 
happy and well within weeks or months of switching from a large, impersonal public school to a 
small learning environment which offered a closely-connected community.ò 

 

Students facing mental health challenges often struggle within the rigid, age-based, standardized 

education system. Research indicates that a smaller learning environmentðwhere children remain with 

the same group of peers and a consistent teacher over several formative yearsðcan significantly 

impact their well-being and development in a positive way. It is crucial that young children are placed in 

settings where they feel connected and have a sense of belonging. Unfortunately, school boards and 

superintendents often prioritize institutional interests over the needs of children. This article includes 

links to valuable research that underscores the importance of these fundamental psychological needs. 

Click here to read the article. 

https://intellectualtakeout.org/2024/12/betting-on-homeschooling-and-microschooling/


Transforming Education Through 
Student -Centered Learning in Wyoming  
Student-Centered Education Becomes Focus of Wyoming Governor, State Board 

of Education, Superintendent of Public Instruction, and 2023-2027 Strategic Plan  

ñWyomingôs education future lies in creating a 

student-centered educational experience that 

allows students to advance through material based 

on their mastery, and offering them rigorous 

pathways to the workforce regardless of whether or 

not they attend a four-year college.ò 

ñFor decades, students have progressed through 

schools in a familiar manner: they are assigned to 

a grade based primarily on their age, they join 

classmates in spending a fixed amount of time 

taking classes based on their grade, and when 

they have completed the required hours of 

classroom time, they move on to the next grade. 

Yet it is well known that students learn at different 

speeds -- and each studentôs pace may vary 

further across content areas, depending on their 

level of personal interest.  All of this has been true 

for as long as any of us have been alive. The 

overall rhythm of schooling has looked roughly the same for students moving at any speed, for 

generation after generation.... But what if it could be different? What if each student could 

progress at their own pace, moving forward when they have mastered the material and getting 

additional time and support on areas of need? What if each school supported each student based 

on their individual learning needs ï the ones who want to run fast, the ones who need intervention 

to accelerate their learning, and every pace in between. The vast majority of students will move at 

varying speeds in each of their subjects, to say nothing of the variance each student may have 

across subjects. Individualizing the speed of progress -- as well as the intensity of support focused 

on accelerating learning to close gaps -- will fundamentally change how students engage with 

schools, how schools engage with students, and how students build habits for lifelong learning.ò 

 

 

In 2023, Wyoming launched a comprehensive effort to transform the state's education system. 

According to their guiding document, "the state's future lies in creating a student-centered educational 

experience." As the governor's website stated in explaining the program, "Whole industries, in fact, 

have come and gone in very recent history, with change, development, and progress moving at a 

dizzying rate. The one industry that hasn't changed radically is Education. The basic structures and 

frameworks that organized and governed our nation's first public schools over 200 years ago remain 

largely untouched. And what innovation we have seen in education only amounts to minor tweaks." 

 

Click here to read the document. 

https://www.centerforinspiredlearning.org/uploads/1/2/2/6/122659710/wy_ride_recommendations_12_2022_with_highlighting.pdf
https://governor.wyo.gov/ride
http://www.centerforinspiredlearning.org/uploads/1/2/2/6/122659710/wy_ride_recommendations_12_2022_with_highlighting.pdf


 
Transforming Education Through 

Student -Centered Learning in Texas  
Foundationõs Vision is for Every Classroom in Texas to Become 

Student -Centered  

ñKey takeaways from the evaluation conducted during year three of Raising Blended Learners. In 

the 2017ï18 school year, 

¶ 98 percent of all RBL schools met state academic standards. 

¶ More than half of all RBL campuses received at least one academic distinction, with 

some campuses achieving as many as six distinctions. 

¶ Students in RBL schools are more likely to be collaborative, to seek help if they are 

struggling, and to have better relationships with their teachers. 

¶ 76 percent of RBL teachers report that they enjoy their jobs more since incorporating 

personalized blended learning into their classrooms. 

¶ 84 percent of teachers reported believing more strongly that ALL students can learn 

due to personalized blended learning.ò 

Click here to visit the website. 
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