Recent Studies Link School
Attendance to Youth Suicide
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Do school board directors and
superintendents bear responsibility for the
youth mental health crisis?
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The Link Between Public School Attendance and Youth Suicide is Not Theoretical.

It is Real and Tragic.
It is Likely Happening in Your District.
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Washington State Students in Crisis
Outdated Model linked to the Rising Threat of Youth Suicide

Two recent studies posit that attending school may be a major contributing factor
to youth suicide. We will show that it’s not that these students “attend school”
but rather that they attend schools that use an outdated and harmful standardized
education model. Thousands of students are needlessly suffering as a resulit.
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The Potential Link Between Youth Suicide
and the Standardized Education Model

OQur political di scourse tends to bl ame
parenting, bullying, and untreated ment
the standabdsedd,tegebeed educati on mod
attention.

The plain fact iIis that this outdated ed
of belonging and connectiveness aeabhnggs
chil&rment al heal th needs t hr caugmt earne ce n°

classrooms connected to the greater com

| f we are going to assign blame for you
education policymakers as well . They tr
the whole ti me.

(class of 30 students in grade 10 in
Impact on a classroom Whatcom County:

21 are dealing with anxiety*

12 are dealing with depression

F 6 have contemplated suicide

5 have made a suicide plan

@ve attem pted@

*feeling nervous, anxious, or on edge in the past 2 weeks




Studies Link School Attendance with Suicide
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Study: Teen suicide rate dipped following COVID-19
school shutdowns, spiked when classes resumed

By Brianne Hailey Killeen gyp 0 X @ n 8 c’?

Thursday, July 20, 2023
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A new study found that the teen suicide rate dipped after schools closed due to the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020, but
spiked when classes resumed in 2021
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Evidence of the Numerous Harms of
Standardized Education

Many research papers published in reputable journals, reports from
reputable organizations, and recognized experts in education call for
transforming public schools to a student  -centered model that sees the

wondrous potential in each child. Here
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Report from Convergence (2015)

Convergence brought together a group of 28 educational
scholars, practitioners, parents, advocates, and business
and union leaders to create an evidence -based path
forward in light of the ongoing public education crisis. The
resulting report honored the divergent points of view and
values of the diverse participants. A new nonprofit,

Education Reimagined , was formed to support the vision.
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https://education-reimagined.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/A-Transformational-Vision-for-Education-in-the-US.pdf
https://education-reimagined.org/
https://education-reimagined.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/A-Transformational-Vision-for-Education-in-the-US.pdf

Report from The School Superintendents Association (2021)
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https://www.aasa.org/
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED613412.pdf
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED613412.pdf

Groundbreaking Report from the Science of Learning
and Development Alliance (2020)

This report calls for the urgent need to completely redesign public education.

It labels the current industrial  -era, standardized education model as being racist,
classist, and oppressive, and particularly harmful to marginalized students.
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https://youtu.be/krIe1M9w72o?si=r-WOZ1Ybk3KrLBIz
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Report from the Education Futures Council (2024)
A National Security Threat:
The State of Public Education in A State of  Emergency
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